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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 
Centennial Park is located on the western edge of the City of Toronto, in Etobicoke. The 
Centennial Park neighbourhood was one of the last areas where working farms operated within 
Toronto. In fact, it wasn't until 1968 when the last farm was sold to developers that this area 
became completely urbanized. In 1967, the former borough of Etobicoke created Centennial 
Park as a centennial project to celebrate Canada's 100th birthday (Toronto Neighbourhoods 
1999). In the present state, the park is bordered on the north by Eglinton Avenue East, on the 
east by Renforth Drive, and Centennial Park Road. In the south, the park is bordered by 
Rathburn Road and in the west by Centennial Park Boulevard and Etobicoke Creek. 
 
There have been several management plans developed for Centennial Park over the last five 
decades. Sakaki Strong and Associates developed the original management for the park back 
in 1965. This plan envisioned a place where people of all ages could enjoy outdoor leisure 
activities. This original focus on outdoor recreational activities has remained in the forefront of 
the planning strategy for this park, which is currently comprised of indoor hockey arenas, ski 
hills, a public golf course, a Mini-Indy track, tennis courts, a 2,200 seat stadium, playing fields, a 
pond with paddleboats, picnic sites and a greenhouse. Centennial Park is also the home of the 
Etobicoke Olympium, a multi-purpose recreational facility that is known for its aquatics, rhythmic 
gymnastics and aerobics programs. Etobicoke Olympium also features its own fitness club and 
pro shop. Therefore currently, the park provides the citizens of Etobicoke and Toronto with a 
variety of entertainment and outdoor recreational activities. 
 
A Request for Proposal 9155-06-7110 was prepared by the City of Toronto for master planning 
services for the development of Centennial Park master plan. The Planning Partnership 
submitted a proposal on May 26, 2006 and was awarded the project. The purpose of this 
document is to provide an overview of natural heritage information from the City (Parks and 
Forestry) and Toronto Region Conservation Authority (TRCA) to illustrate the current ecological 
existing conditions. Natural heritage objectives with respect to Toronto’s Natural Heritage 
Strategy and connections within, as well as between Centennial Park and other natural heritage 
areas in the region will also be identified and discussed. 
 
 
2.0 EXISTING CONDITIONS 
 
AMEC undertook a literature review of documents relevant to the restoration and management 
of Centennial Park. The aquatic existing conditions were determined by reviewing Etobicoke 
Creeks Watershed Report Card (TRCA 2006a), Draft Etobicoke Creek Watershed Fisheries 
Management Plan (TRCA 2006b), City of Toronto Wet Weather Flow Program List of CSO/ 
Stormwater Control Alternatives (2002), and the Toronto Wet Weather Flow Management 
Master Plan (2003). Toronto’s Official Plan and Natural Heritage Plan were also reviewed to 
ascertain any targets set for the terrestrial ecosystem components of Centennial Park. 
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AMEC also undertook a brief reconnaissance field survey on November 21, 2006 to discern the 
layout of the major vegetation communities within Centennial Park and identify potential 
linkages between them. TRCA conducted a complete terrestrial survey of Centennial Park in 
2006. All vegetation communities were delineated using Lee et al. (1998) and TRCA’s land 
classification methodology. The location and distribution of these ELC communities is presented 
in Figure 2.1. TRCA ecological land classification, plant species list and rank, wildlife species list 
and rank results are presented in Tables 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, and Appendices A and B, respectively.  
 
2.1 Terrestrial Habitat  
 
The park is highly urbanized, with large tracts of regularly mowed grass being the most common 
terrestrial feature. Urbanization is particularly evident in the eastern corner of the park, where 
the dominate vegetation feature is landscaped turf. The vegetation gradually becomes more 
naturalized towards the western portion of the park within the riparian corridor that is associated 
with the Etobicoke Creek valley. These riparian and natural valley slope areas along Etobicoke 
Creek make up the majority of the naturalized hectares, with a few other scattered woodlots 
contributing to the remainder of forested cover within the park. The most western portion of the 
hydro corridor provides open old-field meadow habitat, however, towards the eastern portion of 
the park this corridor is maintained as mowed turf.  
 
2.1.1 Vegetation Communities 
 
In total, TRCA delineated 32 distinct vegetation communities within Centennial Park (Figure 2.1 
and Table 2.1) in its 2006 field survey. The majority of naturalized vegetation remaining in the 
park is associated with the Etobicoke Creek valley. Introduced species are prevalent in the 
majority of the plant communities due to the urban setting of the park. 
 
2.1.1.1 Forest  
 
In spite of the disturbed nature of the site, there are a small number of relatively intact forest 
blocks remaining within the park; the majority of which are the valley slope and lowland forest 
communities of Etobicoke Creek. The valley and riparian zone is largely comprised of lowland 
deciduous forest types including: willow (Salix spp.), American elm (Ulmus americana) and ash 
(Fraxinus pennsylvanica) (Figure 2.1 and Table 2.1).  
 
There are 2 blocks of tableland forest remaining within the park, one such community is the 
Fresh-Moist Shagbark Hickory Deciduous Forest (FOD9-4) located in the northeast end of the 
park (ELC code FOD9-4; Figure 2.1). This vegetation community type is considered regionally 
rare (L2 ranked community) within the TRCA watershed system and contains many large 
mature Shagbark Hickory and Sugar Maple trees. Unfortunately, the current shrub layer of this 
forest block has been invaded by common buckthorn (Rhamnus cathartica), which is 
suppressing the growth and potential colonization of other native shrub species. Another 
notable forest community is the Dry-Fresh Sugar Maple- Beech Deciduous Forest (Table 2.1) 
located in the northwest corner of the park. This community is dominated by large beech trees 
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and has an open understorey of sparse sapling beech trees. Some of the openness of this 
understorey is natural to this type of community, however, there was also evidence of biking and 
running trails through this forest block that may be impeding the growth of the adjacent young 
trees, shrubs and herbs trying to establish themselves in this area. 
 
2.1.1.2 Wetlands 
 
There are several wetland areas located on the site, most of which are small in size, and cattail 
marsh types (MAS ELC code). The most notable wetland seen during the AMEC survey was 
within the hydro-corridor (Figure 2.1). This wetland is quite large relative to surrounding land 
use and serves as an attenuation and discharge supply for water that flowed to other areas of 
the park. This wetland community was identified as rare community type within the Toronto 
region, the Forb Mineral Meadow Marsh (MAM2-10).  
 
Another fairly large ash swamp- cattail marsh complex is also located in the northeast part of 
the park (Figure 2.1). This wetland is important as Virginia Rail, a wetland species of interest, 
was observed in this habitat during the TRCA field survey. 
 
2.1.1.3 Cultural  
 
The majority (42%) of the vegetation communities within Centennial Park are considered 
“cultural”, created through human disturbance and comprised of a large number of non-native 
species. These communities are largely coniferous plantation or meadow vegetation types 
(Table 2.1; Appendix A). Species compositions within these cultural vegetation types range from 
consisting solely of exotic species, as in the case of the Austrian Pine Coniferous Plantation 
(CUP3-b; Table 2.1), to smaller percentages, as in the case of Exotic Forb old-field meadows, 
where some native species may grow along side introduced species.  
 
2.1.2 Riparian Vegetation 
 
The majority of the natural cover in Centennial Park was found along the riparian and valley 
system corridor of Etobicoke Creek. For the purpose of this report, the riparian zone is defined 
as the area within 30 m continuing laterally to the creek channel. Riparian cover, whether it is: 
forest, successional plant communities, meadow or wetlands; plays an important role in the 
health of creeks, streams and rivers. As vegetation along a stream bank helps improve water 
quality, retains storm water and protects against erosion. It also provides shade, which helps 
moderate surface water temperature changes, provides shelter, and is a source of food for 
aquatic and terrestrial wildlife. Woody vegetation (trees and shrubs) is especially important for 
preserving the shape of stream channels. Thus, the riparian areas adjacent to Etobicoke Creek 
are important natural heritage components for Centennial Park.  
 
Currently in Centennial Park the riparian area adjacent to Etobicoke Creek is wooded in access 
of 30 m (in most cases) on the eastern side of the flood zone. This riparian zone is largely 
comprised of lowland deciduous forest types including: willow (Salix spp), American elm (Ulmus 
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americana) and ash (Fraxinus pennsylvanica) (Figure 2.1and Table 2.2). However, on the 
western bank the slope is steep and eroding and therefore, riparian vegetation is very sparse, 
with a consequent elimination of riparian functions. Some strategic enhancement efforts have 
been made (approximately 100 m near the residential area) where bank stabilization was 
deemed necessary through the placement of rock, organic material and riparian vegetation 
(alders and willows). Further planting has occurred in the eastern bank flood zone and includes 
alder and willow tree planting. However, due to the road access in the riparian zone on the 
eastern side of the creek, uncontrolled dumping of landscaping waste into the flood plain has 
occurred and has disturbed existing vegetation and has introduced further non-native plant 
species colonization. 
 
2.1.3 Plant Species and Significance  
 
The complete plant species list from TRCA’s 2006 field survey is presented in Table 2.2. There 
were 19 regionally rare flora species detected within Centennial Park including: tuberous water-
lily (Nymphaea odorata), white trillium (Trillium grandiflorum), shagbark hickory (Carya ovata), 
Virginia mountain-mint (Pycnanthemum virginianum) and wild leek (Allium tricoccum). There 
were also 35 other plant species detected that are considered rare within Toronto. 
 
It should also be of noted that there are also over 120 exotic species listed as growing within 
this park (Table 2.2). Dog strangling vine (Cynanchum rossicum), Norway maple (Acer 
platanoides), garlic mustard (Alliaria petiolata) and common buckthorn are all aggressive 
introduced species that easily colonize and will ultimately dominate these areas, preventing 
native species from growing. 
 
2.2 Wildlife Species and Habitat  
 
2.2.1 Birds 
 
There were 37 bird species detected during the TRCA 2006, field survey of Centennial Park 
(Table 2.3). Two of these species, Virginia rail (Rallus limnicola) and green heron (Butorides 
virescens) are considered regionally rare within the TRCA watershed. Both of these birds are 
considered wetland species; the Virginia rail was found in the ash swamp-marsh complex in the 
northeastern portion of the park; the green heron was observed by the south edge of the large 
pond (Figure 2.2). Cooper’s hawk is another notable bird species observed. This pair that was 
detected could be nesting in either the woodlot it was observed in, or the woodlot to the south of 
the pond or perhaps the shagbark hickory forest on the eastern boundary of the park.  
 
Another 11 species of birds detected within Centennial Park are considered rare within Toronto 
including: Red-eyed vireo (Vireo olivaceus), hairy woodpecker (Picoides villosus) and Willow 
flycatcher (Empidonax traillii) (Figure 2.2). 
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2.2.2 Amphibians and Mammals 
 
Two amphibian and two mammalian species considered rare within Toronto have also been 
detected in Centennial Park, these include: American toad (Bufo americanus), green frog (Rana 
clamitans), muskrat (Ondatra zibethicus) and Eastern cottontail (Sylvilagus floridanus) (Figure 
2.2). An adult, male coyote was also spotted close to the pond, in the southern portion of the 
park, during one of AMEC’s field visits (Figure 2.2). 
 
2.2.3 Wildlife Habitat 
 
There are many areas within Centennial Park that have suitable wildlife habitat. The Beech-
Sugar Maple forest block located in the northwest corner of the park has many large standing 
snags that are suitable as food sources and habitat for cavity-nesting birds such as 
woodpeckers, as well as mammals such as squirrels and raccoons. Similarly in the riparian 
corridor habitat there were many shrubs such as red-osier dogwood that provide berries for 
birds to eat in the warmer months, as well as many large oak trees that provide mast (acorns) 
for chipmunks and squirrels (Figure 2.1). Bird nests were also noted in the forest block, just 
south of the large pond in the centre of the park confirming reproductive activity (Figure 2.1).  
 
Although the hydrology of the site has been altered, the majority of the wetlands on site provide 
suitable habitat function to attract notable species such as Virginia rail and green heron. 
Wetlands are currently one of the most imperilled habitat types in southern Ontario, with over 
90% of the original wetlands now lost due to development activities. Thus, protection, 
enhancement and restoration of the remaining wetland habitat within Centennial Park would be 
a key component in realizing the overall goal of maintaining localized habitat diversity. 
 
2.3 Corridors and Linkages 
 
Centennial Park is adjacent to Etobicoke Creek, thus the natural areas within the park should be 
considered part of this regional linkage created by the Etobicoke Creek Watershed System. 
These valleys form a complex north/south regional linkage from the South Slope physiographic 
region, which abuts the Oak Ridges Moraine  to the north, and Lake Ontario (TRCA 2006a). The 
valleys provide important wildlife corridors for birds and mammals and a connection to the 
agricultural, forested and wetland areas (Heart Lake Wetland Complex) in the Etobicoke Creek 
headwater area.  
 
There are several more local linkages within Centennial Park, animal paths were noted in 
several locations within the park and provide clues to which natural areas are functionally linked 
via evidence of wildlife movement. The area with the most evidence of animal movement 
observed during the AMEC survey was the drainage swale running north/south through the 
park. This observation is not surprising, as wildlife often use linear features that contain cover in 
order to move from one local habitat area to another. The shagbark-hickory forest block in the 
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northeast corner of the park is currently the only significantly isolated fragment of forest within 
the park. 
The management plan has provided for improvements in the linkages between these forest 
blocks by designating planted areas between the currently isolated forest blocks. Thus the 
opportunity to maintain and enhance wildlife habitat function within the park would be greatly 
facilitated through future strategic restoration efforts. More discussion on how these linkages 
can be   developed and is found in the accompanying Centennial Park Management Plan. 
 
2.4 Aquatic Habitat 
 
The Etobicoke Creek watershed originates on the South Slope physiographic region and 
extends south to Lake Ontario. With the extensive urbanization in the southern areas of the 
watershed, and long term agricultural land use in the northern portion of the watershed, only 
remnant natural areas remain. With this long term incremental loss in habitat, many species of 
fish and wildlife have disappeared or persist in limited suitable conditions. Given the land uses; 
hydrologic conditions in the creek tend to be flashy, which has lead to extensive use of 
armoured stream bank scour protection. Erosion as a consequence of hydrologic and channel 
instability continues through many reaches. As a result of agricultural and urban related 
contaminants being discharged into this creek system, water quality is also impaired.  The 
Etobicoke-Mimico Watersheds Coalition in conjunction with TRCA has introduced initiatives 
committed to restoring ecosystem health in this watershed. The intent is to clean up the rivers 
and shorelines, restore regional biodiversity and re-establish sustainable communities (TRCA 
2006a). 
 
Three indicators are commonly applied to assess water quality: conventional pollutants (such as 
phosphorus and suspended sediment), heavy metals and organic contaminants (such as 
copper and pesticides), and water contact recreation (such as swimming) (TRCA 2006a). These 
indicators generally reflect the pressure of land use within a watershed and the bearing it has on 
water quality. Water quality ultimately affects the health of fish communities, the ability to use 
the creeks for swimming and other body contact recreation, and the aesthetics of the area. 
There have been improvements in water quality over the last 30 years with respect to levels of 
phosphorus and suspended sediment. Generally however, water quality has been poor, and 
samples meet Provincial Water Quality Objectives (PWQO) about half the time (TRCA 2006a). 
 
Improvements in water quality are expected to continue with various large scale initiatives within 
the watershed. The City of Toronto is currently implementing its Wet Weather Flow 
Management Master Plan, with the objective of improving water quality in the City’s 
watercourses.  Municipalities are also developing conservation oriented salt management plans 
that will reduce loadings of road salt and associated contribution to surface waters. Toronto and 
Region Conservation’s (TRCA’s) Rural Clean Water Program is working with farmers to reduce 
sediment and nutrient loading from farms, and their Sediment and Erosion Control guidelines 
are being updated to improve infrastructure and urban development effects on erosion and 
mobilization of sediments from disturbed project sites. The province’s Nutrient Management Act, 
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passed in 2002, will require farmers to improve their nutrient management practices (TRCA 
2006a). 
 
Within the area contained by Centennial Park, several small tributary systems and ponds 
persist. There are seven open water ponds, the largest, Centennial Park Pond, is located 
centrally within the park boundary and immediately south of the go-cart track. Centennial Pond 
is a recreational and aesthetically oriented waterbody with active recreational activities 
promoted by the park including water side picnicking and paddleboat access. The area 
surrounding the pond is extensively maintained as lawn and only a small wooded area and a 
limited narrow strip of naturalized riparian vegetation is available to serve a pond margin habitat 
function. The open water surface of the pond is frequented by waterfowl for roosting. The pond 
receives water from storm sewer outfalls from Centennial Park Boulevard at both its northern 
and western margins, and surrounding terrain. The pond drains through a storm sewer pipe into 
a small engineered and armoured outlet channel that is evolving into a “wetland” due to 
sediment deposition and dense colonization by cattails. This channel discharges to a 
naturalized area characterized by a wet meadow lowland area bordered by forest, which drains 
south to Rathburn Road where the naturalized channel terminates at a storm sewer. The water 
is conveyed by a storm sewer to an ultimate outfall in Lower Etobicoke Creek to the west of the 
Rathburn Road cul de sac (Figure 2.3). 
 
The golf course also contains a number of ponds that drain through a series of constructed 
channels either directly to Etobicoke Creek or through the interior park drainages to the east of 
Centennial Park Boulevard. The main pond is located at the southern end of the course 
adjacent to the eighth green. It is drained by an underground conveyance system that extends 
down the steep Etobicoke Creek valley slope ultimately terminating at an outlet channel along 
the eastern bank of Etobicoke Creek. 
 
Historically, there were wetland features located within the power transmission corridor and near 
the current location of the cricket pitches. Remnants of these features persist in the form of a 
cattail marsh along the existing intermittent watercourse channel.  These features were 
originally drained by a small watercourse channel that appears to have been oriented in a 
southeast direction, past the present landfill location and towards the current location of 
Rathburn Road. This tributary channel was part of the upper reaches of Renforth Creek, as well 
as the Lower Etobicoke Creek subwatershed and in recent history joined the outflow from 
Centennial Pond just south of Rathburn Road. Presently, the flow of water continues through an 
intermittent drainage swale past the landfill through an area that is regularly maintained as lawn. 
Further downstream, a culvert outlet introduces additional flows, but the origin of this drainage is 
unclear. From this discharge point, the channel maintains a more defined and constructed 
channel section draining through smaller inline ponds. During summer observations in 2007, all 
flows within this tributary emanated from the culvert outlet. The tributary extends to Rathburn 
Road where it passes through a culvert into the residential subdivision (Figure 2.3).  The 
tributary continues to the Etobicoke Creek with a confluence in the vicinity of Dundas Street.  
With the exception of the wetland areas to the north, and the pond areas closer to the southern 
Park boundary, aquatic habitat is of limited availability in this tributary. 
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Channel restoration/enhancement and bank vegetation enhancement has been planned for the 
Etobicoke Creek and Renforth Creek through the Toronto Wet Weather Flow Management 
Master Plan (2003b). Plans for removal of fish barriers in these reaches were also set out to 
improve the reestablishment of effective aquatic corridors and associated linkage functions that 
benefit aquatic fauna. Centennial Pond and the wetland feature associated with the Renforth 
Creek drainage, both within the park, are considered existing stormwater management ponds 
within the WWFMMP (2003b). As such, their continued use for functional hydrologic flow 
attenuation must be maintained. 
 
2.4.1 Aquatic Species Richness 
 
Average species richness in Etobicoke Creek is low. Moreover, there is a north/south species 
richness gradient, where species representation is higher at the mouth of the creek and in the 
upper reaches of Etobicoke Creek and lower in the middle and lower reaches, where Centennial 
Park is located.  
 
The urban development adjacent to Etobicoke Creek is prolific. The lower Etobicoke Creek is 
considered to have 76.5% urban landuse as of 2005 (TRCA 2006b). As such the pressures on 
the aquatic habitat due to cumulative effects are high. Fish community health within Etobicoke 
Creek in 2005 was described as ranging from “poor” to “good” (TRCA 2006a) indicating that 
there is considerable room for improvement.  
 
The fish habitat available in the section of Etobicoke Creek within and adjacent to Centennial 
Park has been described as Intermediate River Warmwater (IRW) and Small Riverine 
Warmwater (SRW). Baseflows within these sections are affected by drought conditions and 
consequent low levels of precipitation. Temperature and water quality are also effected by 
nearby sewer outfalls and the impact to aquatic resources are not fully understood in these 
areas (TRCA 2006b). 
 
Although cool and cold water species have historically inhabited Etobicoke Creek, the lower 
reaches of the river are considered to support a warm water fish community. As of 2004 nine 
species of fish were identified as inhabiting Lower Etobicoke Creek (Table 2.4). The majority of 
these species are short lived and small bodied generally belonging to the minnow family. 
 
The index of biotic integrity was used by the TRCA to depict and compare the fish community 
associations within the Etobicoke Creek subwatersheds. The index takes into account variables 
such as species richness, local indicator species, trophic composition, and fish abundance. In 
2004 the rating for the Lower Etobicoke Creek was “poor” as it was in 2001 (TRCA 2006b). 
 
The benthic invertebrate community within a stream can be an important indicator of aquatic 
community health, as well as degradation. For the Lower Etobicoke 100% of the five sites 
sampled were described as indicating potentially impaired benthic invertebrate communities 
(TRCA 2006a). 
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3.0 NATURAL HERITAGE  
 
Centennial Park, and more specifically Etobicoke Creek, are recognized in Toronto’s Natural 
Heritage Plan and Toronto’s Official Plan. Etobicoke Creek and its wooded riparian areas, as 
well as the Centennial Park woodlots are recognized as part of Toronto’s Natural Heritage 
system. The Etobicoke Creek Valley is also covered in the City’s natural areas map and 
Renforth Creek is designated as a Flood Plain.  
 
The City of Toronto’s natural heritage system is a mosaic of terrestrial natural habitat, known 
watercourses and hydrological features, major landforms and physical features, riparian zones, 
valley and stream corridors, waterfront zone, provincially significant features, vegetation 
communities and species of concern, and significant aquatic features (City of Toronto 2001). 
The main objective met through the development and implementation of a terrestrial natural 
heritage system is for forest and wetland habitats to be identified, protected and restored; with 
the idea of maintaining ecosystem health with the greatest possible representation of native 
plant and animal communities. Similarly, the objective for aquatic natural heritage is for diverse, 
balanced and self-sustaining aquatic ecosystems (TRCA 2006). 
 
Two targets have been set for riparian cover in the Etobicoke Creek watershed. The first target 
is intended to establish 75% of the riparian zone in the form of natural cover by 2025.  Natural 
cover in this sense is a broad category, consisting of successional meadows, open woodlots or 
forest. The second target is that beyond 2025, 75% of the riparian zone should be made up of 
forest cover. This second long-term goal is extremely important to strive for as forests provide 
more ecological benefits to a watershed than either successional plant communities or 
meadows. Similarly, a target of 30% forest cover has also been set by TRCA for the overall 
region of Toronto (TRCA 2001, TRCA 2006a).  
 
 
4.0 ACTIVE MANAGEMENT 
 
The City of Toronto actively manages the flora of Centennial Park. The following is an overview 
of the planting plan for the park and the species that are planted in each area of the park (Table 
4.1). Further management of nuisance species occurs and recent herbicide spraying efforts are 
documented below. 
 
Common buckthorn is a highly invasive bush native to Europe. It has spread throughout 
southern Ontario and has colonized the wooded areas of Centennial Park. As a result the City 
of Toronto began active management of this invasive species as early as 2001 and on a yearly 
basis since then. Active reduction in buckthorn is undertaken in two ways within the park. The 
first uses an herbicide spray (Garlon 4) which is applied to the basal (near the ground) bark of 
the bush and is designed to kill young rooting plants. The second strategy is to employ EZJECT 
Herbicide Capsules into the grounds near the young and possibly sprouting plants so as to 
release an herbicide into the soil that will create an inhospitable environment for the buckthorn 
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roots to take hold. Buckthorn management has proved relatively successful in Centennial Park 
and some areas have been cleared to reclaim habitat for replanting of native plant species 
(Table 4.1). 
 
In the spring of 2002 a planting program was initiated for the northern edge of a woodlot that 
had previously (fall 2001) been cleared of buckthorn shrubs. The site was located just west of 
the pond, northwest of Rathburn and west of Elmcrest Road. Trees and bushes were planted in 
the cleared area (Figure 4.1, Areas A, B, and C). Survival for the 2002 planting was generally 
high.  
 
The proposed planting site in the spring of 2005 was a wet seepage ditch just south of the 
parking lot at the Elmcrest Road entrance (Table 4.2, Figure 5.1, Areas 1 and 2). The total size 
of the planting area was 1,000 m2, with a final treatment involving partial mowing and partial 
naturalization of the space. Species life history traits were taken into account as wetland type 
species such as buttonbush, winterberry, and swamp rose, were planted as wet conditions 
generally prevail throughout the entire year. 
 
The success (survival) of the planting efforts in the spring of 2005 was good, however, some 
mortality did occur and replacement planting occurred both in August and the fall of 2006. The 
species of trees and shrubs that were replaced are shown in Table 4.3. 
 
 
5.0 GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
Detailed restoration and management plans for the natural features of the park will be 
discussed in more detail in the Centennial Park Management Plan document. The following are 
some general recommendations for improving the ecological functions of Centennial Park: 
 
• Terrestrial linkages between Centennial Park and the Etobicoke Creek Watershed 

system should be improved. This linkage can be enhanced by planting trees adjacent to 
Centennial Park Boulevard, and in the median strip to encourage continuity between 
valley and Park forested vegetation units; 

 
• Terrestrial linkages within the park should be enhanced by planting wider vegetated 

corridors that join the forest blocks together; 
 
• The isolated Shagbark Hickory Forest block can be linked to other areas of the park, by 

planting trees along the southern base of the ski hill. This area is currently an old-field 
meadow habitat with scattered trees, therefore restoration activities (i.e. tree plantings) 
in this area would not be difficult to implement;  

 
• Available old field meadow habitat should be maintained in the power transmission 

corridor that bisects the park.  This type of habitat is important for many species of birds 
and butterflies, many of which are currently declining in Ontario, as well as North 
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America. Extensive areas of this corridor are currently being mown. Minimizing the 
extent of mowing to maintain other park activities should be considered to permit an 
expansion of natural area and return terrain to an old-field meadow. Such low/no cost 
restoration effort would greatly facilitate the enhancement of habitat and functional 
corridor use linking to other local natural heritage features. 

 
• Fragmentation of existing and/or future forest blocks should be avoided and trails should 

avoid the interior of the woodlots. With placement of trails external to the edges of the 
forest blocks would assist in preventing fragmentation of the forest floor and disturbance 
of the contiguous habitat features; 

 
• Buffers around all forest and wetland blocks should be encouraged to minimize edge 

effects into interior of these habitats and minimize disturbance to wildlife. Buffers around 
the forest blocks should include native mast producing species to provide both cover 
and food for wildlife. 

 
• Where possible, standing snags and old trees should be maintained as these types of 

trees are important resources for wildlife as shelter, particularly for cavity nesters such 
as woodpeckers, chickadees and nuthatches; as well as denning species such as 
squirrels and raccoons. 

 
• Where feasible, natural hydrological processes should be restored, including daylighting 

of watercourses that are presently conveyed by storm sewers, and naturalization of the 
channel and riparian zones. This will also act to improve hydrologic, aquatic and riparian 
functions of the watercourses, wetland and pond features within and outside of the Park 
where they are linked.   

 
• The vegetation around the edges of the ponds should be promoted to expand and 

further naturalize the riparian zones. This will improve riparian functions and may 
discourage preferred access between open water and adjacent maintained lawns by 
nuisance geese. 
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